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MEDIA RELEASE

India’s development, SDGs and the rise of the global South: Reliance Foundation,
ORF and UN India high-profile events in New York amid UNGA week

New York, September 22, 2023: As the world has gathered for the 78" session of the United
Nations General Assembly week, Reliance Foundation, Observer Research Foundation (ORF),
and United Nations India will host two dialogues with the overarching theme, “India’s journey
towards the Sustainable Development Goals™.

Delivering Development: Journeys, Directions and Lighthouses on 22" September 2023
will focus on India’s ambitious agenda, which aims to address its priorities and challenges
including improved health and educational outcomes, food and energy security, economic
empowerment and growth, and climate resilience. India’s approach in its development journey
towards achieving the UN Sustainable Development Goals will be also be discussed in this
dialogue. The second dialogue, on 23 September 2023, South Rising: Partnerships,
Institutions and Ideas, will discuss the role of India and the Global South in advancing the UN’s
Sustainable Development Goals agenda. The focus here will not only be on the significant role
these regions play towards global development, but will also include deliberations on the post-
2030 agenda and lessons to move forward from thereon.

A special publication ‘/deas, Innovation, Implementation’ that delves into the work of development
organisations in India across each of the 17 SDGs, will be released at the event. Speaking about
the events, H.E. Ruchira Kamboj, Permanent Representative of India to the United Nations,
stated, “As the world takes stock of how far we have reached towards achieving the SDGs, it is
important to highlight stories of success that could be adapted in other contexts, especially by
countries of the Global South. India’s development journey and innovative bottom-up multi-
stakeholder approaches to achieving the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals offer exemplary
models for other countries of the Global South.”

Mr Jagannatha Kumar, CEO, Reliance Foundation, said, “We need to think now, beyond 2030.
Even as we take stock of our performance on the SDGs, the dialogues that we are jointly hosting
during the UNGA week aim to open conversations to find innovative new ways to answer this
guestion. It is time not just to take stock of how far we have reached, but also thinking beyond
2030, defining what our brave new world will look like. Presenting our ideas and experiences on
a global platform during a significant time such as the UNGA is indeed an introspective time for
organisations in the development sector. From the collective experiences of India, we have also
seen resilience, a wealth of experiences and multiple insights on the path to development. As we
explore these conversations, we look beyond towards actions — collective, concrete and
concerted.”

Dr. Samir Saran, President, Observer Research Foundation, said, “India has emerged
decisively as the voice of the Global South, and its G20 presidency has foregrounded the priorities
of the developing world. Our development agenda has long reflected the social, economic and
environmental concerns that define the SDGs today. We are convinced that some of the
approaches and practices we have evolved could act as lighthouses for other parts of the world,
hasten our collective progress towards the 2030 Agenda, and serve as a legacy for the post-SDG
era. In this context, the publication, Ideas, Innovation, Implementation, aims not simply to present
a set of exemplary interventions, but also to spark dialogue about how we might innovate to build
more equal societies, and a safe and prosperous planet.”
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Mr. Shombi Sharp, UN Resident Coordinator, India, said, “While the SDGs remain our shared
blueprint for a more prosperous and peaceful world by 2030, the world has fallen far behind at
the halfway point. Yet India represents an increasing source of optimism that we can get back on
track. From delivering domestic development results at a scale able to move the SDG needle,
across poverty reduction, inclusive digitalization, women-led development and the energy
transition, to bringing positive momentum to multilateralism and South-South cooperation, India
is blazing new paths. A week ago, all eyes were on the G20 as world leaders gathered under to
deliver an important consensus New Delhi Declaration with the SDGs at its core. We need to
carry this same momentum forward to 2030 and beyond.”

The two dialogues are expected to feature high-level speakers and experts like Ruchira Kamboj,
Permanent Representative of India to the United Nations; Hemang Jani, Senior Advisor to
Executive Director for Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Sri Lanka, The World Bank Group; Melissa
Fleming, Under-Secretary-General for Global Communications, United Nations Christopher
Elias, President, Global Development, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and many more. Both
dialogues will reinforce the commitment of various developmental organisations to generate
continued dialogue, innovative partnerships, and new ideas in the pathway to accelerate the
world’s progress towards the SDGs.

For more details of the events, please visit https://reliancefoundation.org/new-york-dialogues-
2023

Permanent Mission of India to the UN

Website: https://pminewyork.gov.in/
Twitter: @IndiaUNNewYork
Facebook: @IndiaAtUN

Instagram: @indiaatun

Reliance Foundation

Reliance Foundation, the philanthropic arm of Reliance Industries Limited, aims to play a catalytic
role in addressing India’s development challenges through innovative and sustainable solutions.
Led by Smt. Nita M Ambani, Founder and Chairperson, Reliance Foundation is relentlessly
working for the overall well-being and enhanced quality of life for all, focusing on rural
transformation, education, health, sports for development, disaster management, women
empowerment, urban renewal and arts, culture and heritage, and has touched the lives of over
70 million people across India, in over 54,300 villages and urban locations. More on
www.reliancefoundation.org

Follow Reliance Foundation on:

Twitter: https://twitter.com/ril_foundation

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/foundationRIL
LinkedIn: https://in.linkedin.com/company/reliancefoundation
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/reliancefoundation/
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@RelianceFoundationTV
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Observer Research Foundation (ORF)

OREF is a leading multidisciplinary think tank with centres in New Delhi, Mumbai and Kolkata and
an overseas affiliate in Washington DC. It helps discover and inform India’s choices and carries
Indian voices and ideas to forums shaping global debates. It provides non-partisan, independent,
well-researched analyses and inputs to diverse decision-makers in governments, business
communities, and academia and to civil society around the world. For more information, visit:
www.orfonline.org

Follow ORF on:

Twitter: @orfonline

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@ORFDelhi

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/observer-research-foundation/
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/orfonline/

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ORFOnline

Telegram: https://t.me/orftg

United Nations in India

The United Nations system in India includes 26 organizations that serve in India. The UN provides
strategic support to India to help the country achieve its aspirations to end poverty and inequality
and to promote sustainable development in line with the globally agreed SDGs. The UN also
supports India, as the world’s largest democracy, in the country’s ambitious commitments to rapid
change and development priorities. For more information, visit: http://india.un.org/

Follow UN India on:

Twitter: @UNinIndia

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/c/unitednationsinindia

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/united-nations-in-india/
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/uninindia/

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/UnitedNationsindia
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